
 

                                                                               January 29,  2023 

 

 

Pastor Note: 

 
 

“God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God 

he created them; male and female he created them” Genesis 1:27 

(NLT2). 

 

“The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He 

breathed  the  breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man 

became a living person”  

Genesis 2:7 (NLT2). 

 

Sadly, we have to remind ourselves that human life is sacred and that a 

single soul is worth more than the sum total of the world’s treasure 

(Mark 8:36). Human history testifies to the exact opposite: Life is 

cheap, only some are valuable, and too many are deemed expendable.  

 

It  is  a great evil to consider another human being as a second-class 

human, or a sub-human, or a non-human, to think that someone else is 

worth less than you. It is a very small step from worth less to worthless.  

 

Our world is better when we acknowledge the sanctity of human life, 

when we recognize that others have the same value as me. We are better 

when women are not treated as second-class. We got better when we no 

longer  called  Native  Americans,  Blacks,  Chinese, and  others,     

subhuman. We will be better when we no longer deprive the preborn of 

their  humanity. We  are  always  better  when  we acknowledge the 

humanity and worth of others, when we turn from evil. 

 

The sanctity, the sacredness of our lives begins with God, the source 

and creator of all life. Every person, from the moment of conception, 

gets their life and breath from God. Each one of us is a living creation 

of God and bears the image of God. This is not true of the fish swim-

ming in Lake Don Pedro, or the bald eagle who landed on the power 

pole by my house, or of Walter our dog whom everybody loves. But it 

is true of you and me, of those who don’t like or even hate me, the old 

woman in the wheelchair staring into space as I walked past her at the 

convalescent home, the strange souls in front of me in the checkout line 

at Walmart, the illegal alien who thanked me for a cup of coffee but I  

couldn’t converse with because I don’t speak Spanish, the pregnant  

 

 

woman  and  the baby inside of her shopping at Dollar General, our 

governor whose politics I am not a fan of, the young man behind the 

counter  who moved here from India a year ago handing me my gas 

receipt, the homeless guy at the entrance of Costco who lives a life I 

know nothing about. All of them are God’s image bearers, all of them 

recipients of life from God’s good hands, just like you and me. 
 
If we are serious about the sanctity of human life we have to call evil 

evil, pray to be delivered from evil Matthew 6:13), and make sure we 

don’t participate in and contribute to evil. Dehumanizing, devaluing, 

considering someone dispensable is evil. Two more mass shootings in 

the last two days - evil. Even considering leaving a baby that survived 

an  abortion  to  die  on a hospital table - evil. Denying someone the 

justice and care I want for myself - evil. Mistreating, abusing, taking 

advantage of, defrauding, cheating, maligning, or murdering another 

human being -  evil. However, the problem with calling evil evil is who 

gets to define evil. The powerful? The majority? Both of them have 

terrible track records. The wisest thing is to defer the definition of good 

and evil, of right and wrong, to God, who alone is untouched by evil 

and eternally wise (Proverbs 15:3, 24:11-12, Ecclesiastes 12:14, Isaiah 

5:20, John 5:28-29, 1 peter 3:8-12, Romans 16:27) 
 
Finally, in the debate on the sanctity of human life, the acknowledg-

ment of God and calling evil evil is not enough. We, individually and 

collectively, have to actually treat each other right, with the dignity, 

respect, goodness, and  compassion  that  sacred  life  deserves  and  

demands. If loving God and hating evil were enough there would not 

have been a need for God and Christ to command us to love our 

neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31), to love each other like Christ loves 

us (John 13:34-35), and to even love our enemy (Luke 6:35). We can’t 

get abortion right if we don’t love both (not one or the other) the mother 

and the baby growing in her first. We won’t get immigration right if we 

don’t love “those” illegal aliens first. We won’t get justice right if we 

can’t love the poor (Proverbs 29:7), the wronged, and the weak. We 

won’t get much of anything right if we don’t love each other like Jesus. 

But when we do, evil is defeated, and the world is a better place. 
 
Why put Jesus in the middle of the sanctity of human life? Because that 

is where God belongs and no one knows more about life and making 

right and righteous choices than Jesus, “I have come so that they may 

have life and have it in abundance” John 10:10b (HCSB).  

 

To God be all glory. Love you, Pastor Hans 
 



 

SALVATION 
 

Nick, Greg, David, Phillip, Luke, Skip, Demetrius McCray, 

Farney, John Boykin, Peter, Mariah Ellis, Jimmy,  

Shyrlee Stagner, Dan, Josiah, Amanda, Jim 

CARD & FLOWER MINISTRY 
 

If you know of anyone who is ill or hospitalized, please let us 

know by calling: Lynnette Barrera – (559)400-1862 

 and/or an e-mail to:  BATTprayer@yahoo.com 

PRAYER REQUEST 
 

Health: Karen Souza, Shirley Wolfenbarger,  

Mabel Mayes, JoEllen, Russ Young, Gabi Cox  

 Family  and Friends, Our Church’s Ministries, 

 Our community, that we do actually SHARE. 

Military And Those Serving  
Michael Berger, Austin Downing, Mike Sharland,  

Noah Martin, Rebekah Wilhelmy, John Michael Chavez,  

Chris Kelly, Austin Kroeker, Dylan Werner, Brian Sula, 

Michael Thomasson, Thomas Hoffman, Joel Thelen,  

Clayton Brown, Jonathan Grinols, Joshua Grabowski,  

Christopher Sula 

 
 Don’t forget to check out the sermon on our  

 website: ldpbaptistchurch.com  

 for you and your whole family. 
Maybe even a neighbor ; ) 

Prayers:  
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Order of Service 
01-29-22 

 
 

“The Goodness of God” 

“A Thousand Hallelujahs” 
 

Opening Prayer & Ministry Presentation 
 

 Welcome  
 

Kids Time 
 

Offering //  “Blessed Be Your Name”  

“Blessings” 
 

Sermon  
 
 

Response - //  

“Oh, How I Love Jesus” 

“Oh, How I Love Jesus” 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

 



 

Being a Church that Cares Well 
 

Training coming soon… 
 
Why? 
 
 “The American church is facing an abuse crisis. Is your church 

doing all it can to be safe for survivors and safe from abuse? 

Churches should be a refuge for those who have experienced 

abuse. But, too often, survivors haven't found the protection they 

deserve and the care they need from the church. Are you ready to 

join us in changing that?” 
 
Yes.  We are committed to being a safe place for everyone from 

babies to elderly and we will continue to keep ourselves educated 

and trained in order to be able to love, love, love. In order for that 

we will have once-a-month trainings for 4 months for our church 

staff, Deacons, Board, Children and Youth Leaders, Women’s 

Leaders, Men’s Leader, and Food Basket Leaders, and any other 

adult that may be interested in attending. Each meeting will be at 

the church from 6:30-8:30 pm. 
 
Meeting 1:  2/13/23 

Meeting 2:  3/13/23 

Meeting 3: 4/10/23 

Meeting 4: 5/08/23 
 
The  videos  are  survivor  stories, educational  training, and     

explaining why the church’s response to abuse is a Gospel issue 

(meeting #1). 
 
In addition to providing these monthly meetings, our leaders and 

administration will commit to protecting our children and church 

by training as Mandated Reporters and have a live scan back-

ground check. 
 
If you would like to join our monthly meetings, please let Susie 

Frei  know  so  there  is  a  seat  for you (skfrei@gmail.com or 

209-247-9234) or let Jannett know. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Men’s Gathering - Tuesdays @ 6:00 P.M.                                                    

 Wednesday Night Bible Study for all ages - 7:00 P.M. 

 Food Ministry - 1st Wed. & 3rd Tues. @ 9:00 AM - 11:00 A.M. 

 Church Board Meeting - February 13th @ 6:30 PM 

A Bit of  

Humor  

Corner 

Fellowship Time Snacks  

were provided  

By - Merle’s class  
.  

Thank you 
 

Next week Hans’ class is up!! 

 

 The Church is in need of someone to work in Kids Care 
once-a-month during church service.  

If you are able to help, contact Susie Frei (209)247-9234 

mailto:skfrei@gmail.com


 

Weekly Events 

 
Sunday School/Small Groups:  
 
                9:00 AM  
             
Sunday Morning Worship Service:  
               10:30 AM     

Sunday Evening Worship Service: 
 
                 6:00 PM 
 
 Tuesday: Men’s Gathering: 6:00 PM 

 
 1st Wednesday & 3rd Tuesday          

Food Ministry:  
 
    9:00 AM -11:00 PM     
                           
 Wednesday:  
 
Women’s Bible Study - 10:00 AM 

 Bible Study/Small Group - 7:00 PM 

 Grief Share - 6:30 PM (On Hiatus) 

                               

   

January 23rd thru January 29th 

  
 DAY 1 - John 21 

               (Proverbs 30)              
  
 DAY 2 - 1 John 1 

               (Proverbs 31) 
                                  
 DAY 3 - 1 John 2 

               (Psalms 1) 

  
 DAY 4 - 1 John 3 

              (Psalms 2) 

 DAY 5 -  1 John 4 

              (Proverbs 3)            

 DAY 6 -(Proverbs 4) 

 DAY 7 -(Proverbs 5) 

  

 
 

 

Giving 
 

January 22, 2023 
  

Offering: 

$3,306.00 
 

 Food 
$335.00 

 
Facilities: 

$190.00 
 
 

Attendance: 

71 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Lake Don Pedro Baptist Church 

4175 Abeto Street 

La Grange California  95329 

209-852-2029 

ldpbaptistchurch@gmail.com 

www.ldpbaptistchurch.com 
 

Welcome all of you who are guests with us today.  Our desire 

is for you to relax and be blessed by worship,  God’s  Word,  

and  fellowship.    We,  the  members,  have   committed   

ourselves  to  underwrite  the church  financially.   We do 

not expect  you to contribute to the offering, but you are free 

to participate.  We would  like to  get  to  know you and for 

you to know us better. 


